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Libby Community A d v i s o r y G r o u p
M e e t i n g S u m m a r y

May 2S, 2000
Introduc t ions
Gerald M u e l l e r and Libby Community Advi sory G r o u p (CAG) members present introduced
themselves. A list of the members in attendance is a t ta ched below as A p p e n d i x 1.
A g e n d a
Mr. M u e l l e r reviewed an agenda for thi s meeting i n c l u d i n g the f o l l o w i n g t op i c s :
• May 11, 2000 Meet ing Summary Correction
• Environmental Protec t ion Agency (EPA )Report
• W.R. Grace Medical Plan
• EPA W r i t t e n Responses to CAG Member Questions
• Lincoln County Responses to CAG Member Questions
• W.R. Grace Responses to CAG Member Questions
• Public Comment Period
• N e x t S t e p s - Meeting Date and Agenda
May 11,2000 Meet ing Summary Correction
Ron Anderson, Director of the Lincoln County Department of Environmental Health, stated that the
May 11, 2000 meeting summary of the scope of the $12,000 grant his department received from the
National Association of City and County H e a l t h O f f i c i a l s (NACCHO) was too narrow. The purpose
includes:
• Preparing a community p r o f i l e (e.g. compiling relevant site history and community demographics,

i d e n t i f y i n g the target audience, and i d e n t i f y i n g and documenting community health concerns;
• Collaborating with the community to assess environmental h ea l th education needs;
• Developing an action p lan to meet those needs; and
• Giving NACCHO periodic status updates.
EPA Report
Paul Peronard reported on f i v e t o p i c s on behal f of EPA.
Formal Decision to Begin Cleanups
EPA has f o r m a l l y ordered W.R. Grace to clean up up the export site, and W.R. Grace has expressed
its intent to comply with the clean-up order. The text of the order and the work plan for the export
site cleanup will be available beginning May 30,2000 at the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center in Libby. The
cleanup is planned to last 20 weeks p l u s extra time for site restoration that will extend through the
winter. The Burnetts and their business will be moved as a part of the export site cleanup.
As previously reported, EPA will clean up the screening plant . The f ir s t order of business will be
moving the Parkers. N e x t the bui ldings will be di smantled, contaminated soils will be excavated, and
f i n a l l y , the site will be restored. F i v e parcels of property owned by the Parkers, Wise, Mark Owens,
and two others are involved with this site. Two p i l e s of contaminated soils across the river will also
be addressed. The screening plant cleanup will begin in late J u n e or early July and should be
completed, except for the restoration, by the end of summer. EPA intends to keep as much of the
employment local as possible. S k i l l e d equipment operators and truck drivers will be hired here and
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asbestos h a n d l i n g training wi l l be provided them. P e o p l e interes ted in po s s i b l e employment should
s t o p by the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center and put t h e i r name on a l i s t . Local housing wi l l be needed for 8
t o 1 2 p e o p l e working f o r E P A ' s prime contractor, M A R C O R E , a n d a l i k e amount f o r e m p l o y e e ' s o f
W.R. Grace. EPA w i l l be s e t t i n g up a mobile laboratory in Libby in c lud ing a scanning electron
microscope as a part of the cleanup.
CAG Member Question - What kind of t ru ck s wil l be used and wil l EPA use local trucks?
Answer - Yes. EPA wi l l use local t ruck s , and would p r e f e r end-dump type s because they are easier to
cover to prevent dust escapement. T r u c k s must be d ed i ca t ed to the clean-up work so they wi l l be
unavailable for other j ob s while used for this work. Respiratory pro t e c t i on will be provided to
drivers.
CAG Member Question - Is there any response to the CAG's l e t t e r t o EPA and ATSDR requesting
f u n d i n g t o h e l p e s t a b l i s h th e c ommuni ty medical trust?
Answer - Not yet.
Audience Member Question - Has EPA approved the county o i l i n g Raintree Road?
Answer - Yes , and d u r i n g the screening p l a n t c l e a n u p , full time dust abatement, e i ther or both water
and magnesium chlor ide , will be provided.
A T S D R Medical Screening
T h r o u g h last S a t u r d a y , May 21. 2000, some 1.139 hou s eho ld s have been contacted and 1,286
i n d i v i d u a l s have been scheduled for screening. About 800 p e o p l e have been declared ine l ig i b l e for
screening because of f a i l u r e to meet the screening criteria, i.e. p e op l e must have lived, worked, gone
to school, or p layed in Libby for a t o t a l of six months prior to December 31, 1990. Some 186 e l i g i b l e
p e o p l e chose not to be screened, i n c l u d i n g 135 p e o p l e who are already diagnosed. A pro j e c t i on of
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n rate to date p r e d i c t s tha t about 3,500 p e o p l e will be screened,in total. S h o u l d this
p r o j e c t i o n prove accurate, thi s pro j e c t w i l l screen the largest number of p e o p l e ever , for a toxic
exposure at a s i n g l e locat ion in th i s country. The x-ray f a c i l i t y bid will be awarded next week.
F u n d i n g f o r P e o p l e N o Longer L i v i n g i n Lihby
Money w i l l not be a v a i l a b l e u n t i l the next f i s c a l year. i.e. a f t e r October 1. 2000. The EPA
cons truc t ion budget has been cut in h a l f , and t h e r e f o r e th i s f u n d i n g is not guaranteed. The CAG
agreed that the l e t t e r d r a f t e d by Mayor Berget addres s ing th i s f u n d i n g issue should be signed by CAG
members and mai l ed .
-S.en.atQf Baucus-Libby Mee t ing
Senator Baucus will hold a meeting in I . i b b y on May 31, 2000 at the VFW Hall at 10:00 a.m.
U p d a t e s f r o m p e o p l e who t e s t i f i e d at the las t m e e t i n g w i l l be requested. A block of time larger than
the Senator's last Libby mee t ing for que s t ions and answers wi l l be prov ided .
S t r e s s Management Team
The team that Wendy Thomi spoke of last meeting, consisting of Jan Shubert of EPA and Pam
Tucker, an ATSDR p s y c h i a t r i s t , wi l l be in Libby f r om J u n e 13 to J u n e 24. T h i s team will assess the
c o m m u n i t y ' s need for stress management services r e s u l t i n g f r o m issues re la t ed to asbestos
contamination and exposure. T h e y wil l visit with Libby counselors to assess the need for addi t i onal
education and training. T h e y would l ike meet wi th CAG members J u n e 15, and will come to the
CAG meet ing on J u n e 22,
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Presenta t ion by C l i n t o n Maynard
Clinton Maynard addressed the C A G . He pointed out that in December 1975, f our locations in Libby
had ambient air concentrations of asbestos roughly live to ten times the OSHA standard of 0.15 f ibers
per cubic centimeter. If breathed for 24 hours, these concentrations lead to breathing f r om 9 mi l l i on to
20 mil l ion f i b er s per day:

Location Concentration F i b e r s Per Day
St. Regis O f f i c e 1.55 20,000,000
H o s p i t a l 1.1 15,000,000
J.C. Penny 0.67 9,000,000

Mr. Maynard also argued that by lowering the immune system, these levels of exposures can cause
many kinds of cancers in addit ion to those normally at tr ibuted to asbestos exposure.
Audience Member Statement - It is vital that everyone eligible should be screened in the ATSDR
program. The screening may provide Libby's only opportunity for obtaining funding and medical
research.
Audience Member Question - Why should I or my family be screened if I didn 't work at the mine?
Answer - If you lived in Libby prior to 1990, you were probably exposed to more asbestos than is
safe.
WJR. Grace Medical Plan
Alan Stringer summarized and took questions regarding the W.R. Grace medical plan. Mr. Stringer
passed out two documents, the program guidelines and a p p l i c a t i o n form. He did not have enough
copies of the latest version of the plan to pass out to the CAG and audience. The p lan is now in
e f f e c t for those p e o p l e meeting its e l i g i b i l i t y criteria. About one to one and a hal f weeks a f t e r
app ly ing , quali f ied p e o p l e should receive a temporary plan ident i i i ca t i on card and a permanent card
should f o l l o w in three to f iv e weeks. W.R. Grace has sent a copy of the p lan to all Libby area
doctors and to Dr. Obermiller of Kalispell and Dr. Whitehouse of Spokane . To dale, two to three
dozen appl i ca t i ons have been handed out and six to ten have been submitted.
According to Mr. Stringer, W.R. Grace announced that a p lan would be available on January 25,
2000, and the f ir s t version was released on A p r i l 3. A f t e r receiving comments f rom the Libby medical
community, including Dr. Black and St. John's H o s p i t a l , the plan was revised. The plan is
administered by H e a l t h Network of America. A representative of this firm, Dr. Kardos, will visit the
Libby medical community and Dr. Obermiller and Dr. Whitehouse during J u n e to discuss the plan.
While it urges those who are e l i g i b l e to use it now, W.R. Grace does not view the plan as f ina l i z ed ,
and is will ing to make changes to it as the need to do so arises. W.R. Grace wants p e op l e who are
s u f f e r i n g f rom asbestos-related disease to receive the treatment that they need.
During the ensuing discussion, various CAG members expressed concern about the p lan e l i g i b i l i t y
requirements, coverages, and whether it will continue to be available. Some were concerned that the
e l ig ib i l i ty requirements would exclude p e o p l e who need treatment or continued monitoring for
asbestos related disease. Mr. S t r i n g e r stated that the plan would be available as long as the parent
company, W.R. Grace, remains in business. Mr. S t r i n g e r and the CAG agreed to the f o l l o w i n g next
steps regarding the medical plan:
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• During J u n e , in a d d i t i o n to mee t ing w i t h members of the medical community. Dr. K a r d o s wi l l meet
with CAG members and interes ted members of the Ubby p u b l i c to d i s cu s s the p l a n and answer
questions r egard ing p l a n e l i g i b i l i t y requirements and coverages.

• H e a l t h N e t w o r k of A m e r i c a ' s K a t h l e e n Robinson, wil l also be asked by WR. Grace to come to
Libby dur ing J u n e t o discuss enro l lment a n d claims proce s s ing procedures with S t . J o h n ' s H o s p i t a l
s t a f f and the p u b l i c .

• W.R. Grace wi l l prepare some t y p i c a l scenarios of how p e o p l e a f f l i c t e d with various asbestos-
related disease would fare under the p l a n so that f a c t o r s such as the usual and customary treatment
costs would be i d e n t i f i e d .

• After these meet ings in J u n e , the CAG wi l l revisit the W.R. Grace medical p lan .
EPA Writ t en Response to CAG Member Questions
CAG members had no comments or que s t ions about EPA's April 27, 2000 writ ten responses to the
45 wri t t en member questions.
Other CAG Member and A u d i e n c e Questions and S t a t e m e n t s
• Question: I know of a private dump that should he cleaned up. Will EPA address it?

Answer - Yes. j u s t let us know where it is.
• Question: Wliai should people do who have asbestos contaminated insulation in their homes?

Answer: EPA does not p l a n to reach a conclus ion about thi s issue until the end of the year. The
s a m p l i n g program is not designed to address any s p e c i f i c house, but rather to assess contamination
community wide. In general, s a m p l i n g to d a t e ind i ca t e s vermiculi te home in su la t i on i s
contaminated w i th 1.5 !o 2% asbestos f ibers . However, the problem is not contaminated in su la t i on
per se, but air borne asbestos f i b e r s t h a t are breathed. S a m p l i n g to dat e has not revealed any
corre la t ion between i n s u l a t i o n asbestos concentrations and ambient air concentrations. EPA's
general advise is not to handle or s t i r up insulat ion. If p o s s i b l e seal it and leave it alone. If it
cannot s a f e l y be s e a l e d , the i n s u l a t i o n should be removed by a c e r t i f i e d asbestos removal firm.

• Question: ('an I till my garden?
Answer - We don't know. The s a m p l i n g r e s u l t s are mixed. Roughly 20% of gardens have at least
trace amounts of asbestos, and we cannot say t h a t trace amounts are sa f e . Somet ime s we see
e levated air concentrat ions a p p a r e n t l y associated with gardens. EPA plan s to go back to gardens
contaminated wi th asbestos and r o t o - t i l l them and measure asbestos air concentrations.

• Question: Since OSHA has specific concentration standards, why should we he concerned about
trace amounts'*
Answer - No dose response curve e x i s t s for asbestos t o x i c i t y ; risk is proport ional to asbestos
concentration. For other toxic s , at some dosage, the bodies d e f e n s e mechanism is overwhelmed
and s t andard s are set to protec t against th i s level. W i t h asbestos no such level exists. The OSHA
or occupat ional s tandard is set to a l l o w o n l y one a d d i t i o n a l asbestos-related death per 100 to 250
cancer deaths. Environmental s t a n d a r d s are set to a l l o w only 1 a d d i t i o n a l cancer per 10,000
deaths. The present environmental standard r e f l e c t s only our present technology to detect asbestos
f i b e r s and is not related to any risk level . . We s i m p l y cannot detect using polarized light
microscopy lower than 1 % asbestos concentrat ion. T h i s s tandard covers 94-95% of the materials
now in commerce.

• Statement - We need a presentation from A TSDR on implications of smoking and asbestos
exposure.
Answer - EPA wi l l request ATSDR to make such a pr e s en ta t i on at a f u t u r e CAG meeting.

• Statement - We should lean on people to schedule screening.
• Statement - The following weh site is a good one for considering asbestos issues: )vwv.marf.ori*,
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• Statement - We should emphasize at Senator Baucus' hearing that Libby's long range and
research needs must be met.

N e x t Meet ing
The next meetings are scheduled on Thursday, June 8, and June 22,2000 from 7 to 9 p.m. in the
Ponderosa Room of the Libby City Hall. The June 8 agenda will include an update on the $ 11.5
million federal appropriat ion for Libby, a report from the community trust steering committee, and
Lincoln County's and W.R. Grace's written responses to CAG member questions.
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N a m e
Kerry Beasley
Commissioner J o h n Konzen
K e n Haye s
M i k e Swit7.er
Ron A n d e r s o n
Brad Black
George Bauer
Cyrus Lee
Bob T u n i s
J o h n Cons tan
N o r i t a Skrams tad
Gayla Bene f i e ld
K . W . Maki
Paul Peronard
Leroy T h o m
David F. Latham
Carol Ray
Boh Zimmerman

A p p e n d i x 1
C A G Member A t t e n d a n c e List

May 25,2000
C r o u p / O r g a n i z a t i o n Represented

S t . J o h n s Lutheran H o s p i t a l
Linco ln County
L i n c o l n County Counc i l o n A g i n g ( A l t e r n a t e f o r W i l b u r W i l s o n )
A s b e s t o s V i c t i m
I J n c o l n C o u n t y
I inco ln C o u n t y H e a l t h O f f i c e r
C i l y o f l . i b b y
K o o t e n a i V a l l e y H e a d s t a r t
L i n c o l n C o u n t y Economic Development Corporat ion
D F Q
A s b e s t o s V i c t i m s
L C A V R O
L i b b y S c h o o l D i s t r i c t
Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency (EPA) On-Scene

C o o r d i n a t o r
F o r m e r Grace union employee and local businessman
The Montanian
Montana Covering K i d s
Cabine t Resource G r o u p
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